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Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man (Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12)
Main Point:  Only Jesus can forgive our sins.

Key Verse: “I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins."  - Mark 2:10

Materials: Clean white paper (2 for each child), markers, some erasers, white crayon, candy for each child

Personal Connection:

· Say: In our story today, we saw some great men helping their friend get close enough to Jesus to be healed. Wow! I know the paralyzed man really appreciated what his friends did for him that day. Of course Jesus loved the man and wanted him to walk again, but Jesus had an even greater reason for healing the man in front of all those people. Jesus performed this miracle so that everyone watching would know that He was the Messiah. More than anything, Jesus wanted those people (and us) to know that He was the One sent from God to take away our sin. Only Jesus can forgive our sin.

Hands on Application:

· Say: I have a nice, clean sheet of paper for each one of you. Pass out ONE paper per student, then hide all extra papers out of sight. And here are some markers. I want you to show me what people naturally do with markers and paper. Give students a few minutes to mark their papers. Make sure every child has some type of mark on his or her paper, but if possible, avoid directly telling them to mark on the papers. If they ask, tell them they are free to draw or write anything they want. Say: Okay, put the markers down. 

· Now, I have a nice treat waiting for you guys. But there is a catch. You have to give me a perfectly clean, white sheet of paper in order to get it. Can anyone give me a perfectly clean sheet of paper? No. Well, let’s look at your papers. Every paper has some writing on it. Point out that some have more marking than others. Choose the one with the most marking, and say: Maybe you can trade with ________, because he/she has less writing on his/her paper. Oh, but wait. Even if ________ was willing to give you his/her paper, that paper has marks on it. It still does not meet my requirement of a perfect paper. Okay, maybe you can remove the marks. Hand out some erasers. Or maybe you can do something to cover it. Hand someone the white crayon. Say: Do whatever you can to remove your marks. Some students may even try to tear the marks out. After a few minutes, say: Does anyone have a perfect paper to give me? I don’t want you to miss out on the great treat! 

· Inspect their papers. Say: Since none of you have a perfect paper, and I want to give you something really good, I have an idea. Pull out the extra papers that have not been marked. Say: I have perfect, clean paper. I’ll take your messed up papers, and you can have a brand new perfect sheet from me. Go around the room, and purposely trade each child’s old paper for a clean paper. Now look what each of you has. I took your messy paper and gave you a perfect paper. Now allow each child to get a piece of candy when they show you their clean paper.

Group Discussion:
· Say: How is this like our lives and sin? Give students a chance to discuss. Points that should be made: The Bible says every person has sinned and is no longer perfect. This is like the marks everyone had on their papers. Some had more and some had less, but they all had some mark. Of course, no one has to tell you to sin! Sin comes natural to us because we are born with a sin nature. Even one sin separates us from God. The sin in our life keeps us from entering God’s kingdom, and it brings death and punishment. There’s nothing we can do to get our sin out of our lives – like trying to erase marker! We can’t do enough good to cover our sin – like white crayon can’t cover up the marks. But God loves us, so He sent Jesus. Jesus was the only Person who never sinned. He was perfect. He came to take away our sin, and give us His righteousness (like I traded your messy paper for my clean paper). Only Jesus could be the perfect Sacrifice.
· Say: Each of you had a choice. You could have refused to trade your messy paper for my clean paper. Then you would have missed out on the treat. In the same way, each person has the choice to accept or refuse to trust in Jesus. Everyone who trusts in Him enters God’s kingdom and receives eternal life!

Conversation with God (Prayer): Praise God for sending Jesus to take away our messy sin-filled lives and give us His righteousness. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. 
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  Your Cup





Peace, love and a sound mind





 Fear!








